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 The next, key step on Ukraine Vladimir Putin knows that this crisis is about the whole of Ukraine. Ukrainians know it too. And the 

West must not forget it. There is nothing to be done to restore Ukrainian control over Crimea. The crucial struggle now is for eastern 

Ukraine. If what remains of the nation participates in a peaceful, free and fair presidential election on May 25, it can survive as one 

independent country (minus Crimea). It also will be back on an unambiguously democratic, constitutional path. In everything the 

European Union and the West do over the next two months, that should be the first priority.   Los Angeles Times.  Read More 

Disquiet in Baltics over sympathies of Russian speakers In the former Soviet republics of Latvia and Estonia, there is unease over 

events in Crimea, which was formally annexed by Moscow last week on the pretext of safeguarding its Russian minorities. Russian 

news reports carried in Crimea had said Ukraine was being overrun by gangs of anti-Russian fascist thugs and that hundreds of 

thousands of Russian-speaking refugees had fled a "humanitarian catastrophe" in Ukraine, a claim for which no evidence has been 

found. In the Latvian town of Daugavpils, where a Russian Tzarist-era fortress and barracks meet grey Soviet-era apartment blocks, 

you are more likely to be greeted in Russian than Latvian, with 51 percent of the city's residents Russians.   REUTERS.  Read More 

Russian bank SMP says Visa, MasterCard resume payment services Visa Inc and MasterCard Inc have resumed services for 

payment transactions for clients at Russia's SMP bank, whose main shareholders were affected by U.S. sanctions, the bank said on 

Sunday. Washington imposed additional sanctions on Thursday against 20 Russians for involvement in the Ukraine crisis, including 

Boris Rotenberg and his older brother Arkady, who received large contracts for the Sochi Winter Olympics. They are co-owners of 

SMP Bank. SMP had said on Friday that Visa and MasterCard had stopped providing services for payment transactions for clients at 

SMP bank, which has about 100 branches covering more than 20 Russian cities, according to its website. A spokesperson for 

Mastercard confirmed it was again serving clients of the bank but did not say why it reversed its decision.   Yahoo.  Read More 

NATO says Russia has big force at Ukraine's border, worries over Transdniestria NATO's top military commander said on 

Sunday that Russia had a large force on Ukraine's eastern border and said he was worried it could pose a threat to Moldova's mainly 

Russian-speaking separatist Transdniestria region. NATO's Supreme Allied Commander Europe, U.S. Air Force General Philip 

Breedlove, voiced concern about Moscow using a tactic of snap military exercises to prepare its forces for possible rapid incursions 

into a neighboring state, as it had done in the case of Ukraine's Crimea region. Russia launched a new military exercise, involving 

8,500 artillery men, near Ukraine's border 10 days ago. "The (Russian) force that is at the Ukrainian border now to the east is very, 

very sizeable and very, very ready," Breedlove told an event held by the German Marshall Fund think-tank.   REUTERS.  Read 

More 

For Ukraine Military in Crimea, Glum Capitulation and an Uncertain Future The Ukrainian marines emerged Friday from their 

barracks juggling awkward armfuls of personal effects: wet-weather overcoats, suitcases, potted plants, even a model ship. They were 

giving up their headquarters here, surrendering to the reality of Russia’s occupation and annexation of the Crimean Peninsula, 

accepting that the struggle was already lost. The local pro-Russia militiamen who surrounded the building searched each marine’s 

possessions, poking through cardboard boxes and shopping bags to make sure no weapons were being taken. A few feet away, masked 

Russian soldiers watched impassively, leaning on their rifles.   New York Times.  Read More 
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Russian Forces Take Over One of the Last Ukrainian Bases in Crimea Russian forces pushed Saturday to complete their 

expulsion of the Ukrainian military from the disputed Crimean Peninsula, smashing through the gates of a base here with armored 

vehicles, firing weapons into the air and demanding that the cornered Ukrainian soldiers surrender. The operation to seize the base 

undefined one of the Ukrainian military’s last strongholds on the peninsula undefined was larger and more dramatic than at other 

installations where Ukrainian forces have capitulated steadily in recent days as Russia declared its formal annexation of the region. By 

evening, Russian forces were fully in control of the base here, and most of the Ukrainian troops were dispatched to their barracks and 

homes to pack.   New York Times.  Read More. 

Ukraine's east rallies for secession referendum More than 5,000 pro-Russia residents of a major city in Ukraine's east demonstrated 

on Saturday in favor of holding a referendum on whether to seek to split off and become part of Russia. The rally in Donetsk came 

less than a week after the Ukrainian region of Crimea approved secession in a referendum regarded as illegitimate by the Western 

countries. After the referendum, Russia moved to formally annex Crimea. With Crimea now effectively under the control of Russian 

forces, which ring Ukrainian military bases on the strategic Black Sea peninsula, concern is rising that Ukraine's eastern regions will 

agitate for a similar move.   Yahoo.  Read More. 

Russia Accepts Ukraine Monitors as Gunmen Seize Crimea Airport Russia agreed to international monitors arriving in Ukraine 

amid more turmoil in the region and as Western nations expressed growing concern over the Kremlin massing troops on the border 

with its neighbor. While talks about the monitors with Russia were "difficult," their presence may help avoid escalation of the conflict, 

German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier told reporters in Kiev yesterday. Pro-Kremlin forces seized a military airport in 

Crimea and ousted Ukrainian leader Viktor Yanukovych's supporters protested in the country's east.   Bloomberg.  Read More. 

Berlin says Russia wrong to say OSCE accepts 'new realities' The German government rejected Russia's assertion that the 

exclusion of Crimea in an OSCE mission to Ukraine was a tacit admission by the pan-European security group that the peninsula now 

belonged to Russia. Russia agreed on Friday with the 56 other members of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

(OSCE) to send a six-month monitoring mission to Ukraine, but said it had no mandate in the Black Sea peninsula annexed by 

Moscow. The Russian foreign ministry said on its website on Saturday that the OSCE mission's mandate "reflects the new political 

and legal realities and does not apply to the Crimea and Sevastopol, which became part of Russia".   Yahoo.  Read More 

Russian Forces Seize VOA Cameras Russian troops in Crimea have seized cameras belonging to the Voice of America near the 

Belbek military base, where Ukrainian troops were ordered to surrender Saturday by Russian forces. VOA reporter Daniel Schearf 

said he and his crew were videotaping Russian armored personnel carriers and other vehicles outside the base when two cameras were 

seized. He said Russian soldiers jumped out of their vehicles like a "swat team" and ordered the VOA crew at gunpoint to give up the 

cameras. He said the soldiers were "very aggressive and very rude," but were under orders to stop media from capturing images of the 

Russian military outside the base.   Voice of America.  Read More 

Russian troops seize Crimea airbase as Moscow consolidates control Russian troops used armored vehicles, automatic gunfire and 

stun grenades on Saturday to seize a Ukrainian airbase in Crimea a day after President Vladimir Putin signed laws completing Russia's 

annexation of the Black Sea peninsula. Ukrainian forces also abandoned a naval base after attacks by pro-Russian protesters, and had 

to surrender two flagship vessels to Russian forces. The facilities at Belbek and Novofedorovka had been among the last still under 

Ukrainian control after Moscow's armed takeover and subsequent annexation of Crimea, which has a majority ethnic Russian 

population and harbors one of Russia's biggest naval bases at Sevastopol.   Yahoo.  Read More 
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