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Razom: The Crisis in Ukraine: Its Legal Dimensions 

  Video: Legal report presentation at the UN 

Video: RAZOM report: Crisis in Ukraine and its legal aspects - Press Conference 
  

View or Download "The Crisis in Ukraine: Its Legal Dimensions" here: www.razomforukraine.org/report  

Putin signals he will work with Ukraine leader, but blasts U.S. President Vladimir Putin appeared to hold out an olive branch on 

Friday by suggesting he will work with whomever is elected Ukraine's next president and calling for better ties with the West. But at 

the same time he fiercely criticized U.S. foreign and economic policy. In a speech to foreign and Russian businessmen at Russia's 

answer to the Davos World Economic Forum on the shores of its elegant former imperial capital, Putin acknowledged that U.S. and 

European Union sanctions were hurting the country's economy. "We are not planning any self-isolation," Putin said, proposing 

dialogue and cooperation to show that Russia is open for business and, perhaps, to head off more sanctions.    REUTERS. Read 

More  

Ukraine fails to prevent illegal border crossing by a group of armed men The situation in Ukraine’s struggling Donetsk and 

Luhansk Oblasts, which for more than two months have had parts of their territory controlled by groups of Russia-backed armed 

separatists  is likely to turn from bad to worse, as early in the morning on May 24 seven vehicles with armed people inside illegally 

managed to cross Ukrainian border in Donetsk region, the press-service of Ukraine’s border guard service says. Evhen Perebiynis, the 

foreign ministry’s spokesman says that five trucks and two cars with armed people inside crossed the border using side roads not far 

from Dibrivka border checkpoint.   KyivPost.   Read More 

International election observers in Ukraine to hold press conference on Monday The international observers monitoring the early 

presidential election in Ukraine will present their preliminary post-election statement at a news conference on Monday, 26 May, in 

Kyiv. The international observation mission is a common endeavor involving the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and 

Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR), the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly (OSCE PA), the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe (PACE), the European Parliament (EP), and the NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA). The statement will be delivered 

by João Soares, the Special Co-ordinator appointed to lead the short-term OSCE observer mission, followed by Andreas Gross, Head 

of the PACE delegation, Illka Kanerva, Head of the OSCE PA delegation, Göran Färm, Head of the EP delegation, Karl Lamers, Head 

of the NATO PA delegation, and Tana de Zulueta, Head of the OSCE/ODIHR long-term election observation mission.    

OSCE.  Read More  
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Election under threat in eastern Ukraine Pro-Russian insurgents are likely to prevent voting Sunday in half or more of the election 

districts in the embattled east, Ukrainian officials say. Deputy Interior Minister Serhiy Yarovyi said on Saturday that police are ready 

to ensure order and security at polling stations in just nine of the 34 districts in the east. Earlier, Volodymyr Hrinyak, chief of the 

public security department at the Ukrainian Interior Ministry, said 17 out of 34 district election commissions in the Donetsk and 

Luhansk regions are not operating because their offices have either been seized or blocked by armed men. Hrinyak's update was 

reported by the Interfax news agency.   Yahoo News. Read More  

Ukraine's presidential vote: a step out of crisis Ukrainians vote Sunday in an early presidential election that could be a crucial step 

toward resolving the country's crisis, but separatists in the east are threatening to block the vote. The election undefined which comes 

six months after the outbreak of protests that led to the president's ouster and a deepening chasm between pro-Europe and pro-Russia 

Ukrainians undefined aims to unify the fiercely divided country or at least discourage further polarization.   Yahoo News.  Read 

More 

Ukraine Faces Struggle to Gain Control of Militias, Including Those on Its Side In a secluded wood in eastern Ukraine, a group of 

120 men who call themselves the Donbass Battalion had commandeered a children’s summer camp to prepare for war. The goal was 

to transform a motley collection of machinists, stockbrokers and students into armed fighters who could go toe-to-toe with the anti-

Kiev militants that have swept through Ukraine’s east over the past two months. “Isn’t it clear by now that the only way to lead is to 

have a weapon?” said Sergey, a gangly 25-year-old who awkwardly gripped an AK-47 assault rifle for the first time on Monday.    

The New York Times.  Read More  

Will Ukraine's new president tame country's elite? For the hotel doorman who greeted me on arrival in Kiev this week, the rain 

storms that have hit the Ukrainian capital served as a metaphor for a different sort of turbulence. "All of this will pass on the 25th" he 

said, referring to Sunday's presidential election. For someone who knows that even restoring some of the basic functions of 

government is going to be a challenge, the idea that a new president will be able to change the weather was a form of black humor. 

Barring a major upset, the task of banishing the storm clouds and restoring normality after the tumultuous events of the last seven 

months will fall to Petro Poroshenko, the veteran insider who won national approval by becoming the only oligarch to support the 

Maidan protest movement that overthrew Viktor Yanukovych earlier this year.    CNN.  Read More  

Ukraine vote aims to unify country amid Russia's presence Ukrainians vote Sunday in an early presidential election that could be a 

crucial step toward resolving the country's crisis, but separatists in the east are threatening to block the vote. The election undefined 

which comes six months after the outbreak of protests that led to the president's ouster and a deepening chasm between pro-Europe 

and pro-Russia Ukrainians undefined aims to unify the fiercely divided country or at least at discourage further polarization. A look at 

the vote: WHY THE EARLY ELECTION? After months of protests against his rule and scores of protesters killed by snipers, 

President Viktor Yanukovych signed an agreement with opposition leaders on Feb. 21 calling for early presidential elections by 

December. But he fled later in the day, eventually resurfacing in Russia, and parliament decided to hold the presidential election May 

25.    WDEF.COM.  Read More  

Calm Streets Mask Deep Divisions in Donetsk To the casual observer, this is not a city at war. Masked men are confined to a few 

buildings in the center of town, where children on in-line skates pass by. City workers tend to flowers in meticulously planted parks. 

Crowded open-air cafes spill onto sidewalks and into parks. Pfizer is holding a conference at the Ramada, where grilled sea bass is on 

the menu. But inside living rooms and offices, something has changed. A teacher has been dropped by 20 friends since he posted a 

picture of himself at a pro-Kiev protest on a Russian social media website. A construction worker no longer speaks to his Muscovite 

father. A journalist has left the country, afraid for the safety of her 3-month-old son.    The New York Times. Read More  

Putin Slams U.S. Special Forces as 'Unprofessional' for Letting Snowden Slip If the U.S. special services had acted 

professionally, National Security Agency leaker Edward Snowden would be "rotting in jail," Russian President Vladimir Putin told 

the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum Friday. In his keynote speech at the forum, Putin also referred to Snowden as 

a "champion of human rights" and said the 30-year-old leaker has not shared any secret information with Russia. Putin suggested that 

while handing over intelligence might have been a fair trade for Russia's provision of asylum, Snowden "is not our agent, and gave up 

no secrets." Putin blamed the United States for the fact that Snowden is still in Russia. Days after leaking thousands of classified U.S. 

documents to journalists in Hong Kong last summer, Snowden turned up in Moscow's Sheremetyevo Airport, from where he planned 

to fly on to a third country. But then, Putin said, the U.S. stepped in.    The Moscow Times.  Read More  

Unacceptable, Outrageous, Low - It is Mr Putin, not Prince Charles, who should apologise Vladimir Putin is upset. His foreign 

ministry characterises Prince Charles’ reported comparison between the Kremlin leader and Hitler as “unacceptable, outrageous and 

low”. These are unusually strong terms. Not since Ivan the Terrible sent a rude letter to Queen Bess, calling her an old maid 

surrounded by boors, has there been such public Russian dismay directed at the British throne. That was in 1570.    THE 

TIMES. Read More . 
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Latest Daily Ukrainian Legal News Feed   

Yurincom Inter 

Юридичний Вісник України 

Law Journal of Ukraine (in Ukr.) 

Access limited to UABA members 

Ukrainian Law Links 
Access limited to UABA members 

New Ukrainian Legislation (in Ukr.) 

Weekly Panorama (in Ukr.) 

events affecting the Ukrainian legal profession 

 
UABA INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

Deadline for applying for the Spring, 2013 

internship position is March 21, 2013 

LAW POSITIONS WANTED/AVAILABLE 

Click Here to View Resumes or Job Availabilities posted by 

UABA Members or Law Students 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free email myroslaw@smorodsky.com 

Check out the UABA website; WWW.UABA.ORG and become a member! 
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